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EDUCATION i

PRACTICE AREAS
8r¥vEeBs¥J/%minnesota, J.D., magna cum laude, Moot Court Competition Team,
Renhoh ek deiae Citediedd incl@87 and has spent his entire career serving ESTATE PLANNING, PROBATE, AND

TRUST ADMINISTRATION

clients out of the Millersburg office. Steve focuses his practice on litigation
PROBATE AND TRUST LITIGATION

Feitege ah¥Vgasies.idh plaifitiffnens, BeidBetmkatiaugh a wide variety of

disputes but gravitates towards complex commercial litigation, closely-held LITIGATION

company disputes, contested wills, personal injury cases, and oil and gas NON-COMPETE AND OTHER

ABRMISSHOBIS member of the firm's leadership team and currently serves on the RESTRICTIVE COVENANT DISPUTES

Bmshﬁeld Board. APPELLATE LITIGATION
CLOSELY-HELD BUSINESS DISPUTES

P pgidition to his duties on behalf of clients, Steve has served as Chair of the COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

firm’s Litigation Department since 2013, where he utilizes a skill set honed over OIL & GAS LITIGATION

By ExEtraa Thliga b tehasaislistriceinf@med leading others. Steve is known for PERSONAL INJURY AND WRONGFUL

his sharp analytical mind and bold dedication to his clients. He has tried DEATH

bn Etstid@dsesih SeuttresnigisitietofdPiboand argued more than 50 appeals

during his career at both the state and federal levels.
United States Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit

Steve understands that even the most complicated and contentious disputes can

present opportunities for business solutions. While he is known for being
EXPERIENGEffective before judges and juries, he never puts his love of the

COUEG #2a thal PR SHENER AR L% of AR ISR BRI HIPY SR igure

'n%'l\é'ﬁirlr?Lagg%riWSPB%'ﬂweﬁf&cﬁri\/%?%%tq%]éﬁ%ye to deliver stand-up advocacy and

§°b’%‘#e|H81&5nSQ§iHbg@%%ﬁ&'}'g@'aﬁg?Eﬁ%ﬂ%yﬁgﬁre indemnity claims brought by
buyer and its insurers following post-sale product recall that spanned periods
before and after closing, and pursued counterclaims arising from the sale, as
well as related coverage disputes with client’s insurer, resulting in global
settlement and recovery for client

e Acted as lead counsel in coalition of charitable entities challenging corporate
trustee’s attempt to modify charitable trust so as to preclude distributions to
charities; settled claims and secured disbursement of seven figures
(representing vast majority of trust assets) to charities

e Successfully defended business owner against claims for preliminary injunction
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and TRO based upon alleged copyright infringement in Dunlap Hollow, LLC v.
Conn Properties, LLC, resulting in voluntary dismissal of lawsuit

e Counsel in Corban v. Chesapeake Exploration, LLC, the seminal Ohio Supreme
Court case regarding the applicability of the Ohio Dormant Minerals Act of
1989 to mineral abandonments.

e | ead counsel in Bilbaran Farm, Inc. v. Bakerwell, Inc., in which the Fifth
Appellate District concluded that the firm’s client did not have a duty, express
or implied, under an oil and gas lease to fully develop the land at issue under
the lease. The firm’s client was further awarded its attorneys’ fees incurred as
sanctions for the landowner’s pursuit of meritless claims.

e Lead counsel in Sheaffer v. Westfield Ins. Co., which established that under
the “law-of-the-case doctrine”, the denial of jurisdiction over a discretionary
appeal by the Supreme Court of Ohio settles the issue of law appealed, thus
affirming a judgment in favor of the firm’s client.

RECOGNITIONS

e Named to The Best Lawyers in America© for Commercial Litigation
(2022-2026)

AFFILIATIONS

e American Bar Association
e Ohio State Bar Association
e Holmes County Bar Association

IN THE COMMUNITY

e New Pointe Community Church, Board Chair

e Holmes County District Public Library, Past President

e Every Woman'’s House, a domestic violence shelter and counseling agency
serving Wayne and Holmes Counties, Past President of the Board of Trustees

e Community Crossroads, a non-profit corporation which owns and manages real
estate used by other non-profits, Past President and current Board of Trustees
member
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